




Since the onset of the Israeli genocide in Palestine, the repression of

Palestine solidarity has escalated dramatically worldwide, and Britain is

no exception.  

At the European Legal Support Center we have built Britain’s Index of

Repression, a database documenting the systematic and multi-sited

campaign to repress Palestine solidarity across the country. It’s the first

publicly accessible resource of its kind in Britain, building on the German

Index of Repression launched in 2025, and it’s designed to make diffuse,

systematic repression visible, verifiable, and actionable. 

The Index documents incidents of repression dating back to January

2019, and is continuously updated with new incidents.  Even so, what’s

recorded is only the tip of the iceberg, a visible sample of a far wider and

deeper mechanism of repression designed to drain the movement's

capacity to organise, and to erase Palestinian history, presence, and the

facts of their oppression from public consciousness.

This repression draws its force from Britain’s deeper structures of

violence: capitalism that ties survival to wage labour, border regimes that

make residency conditional on political silence and entrenched racial and

class hierarchies that determine who gets targeted and how. Students,

precarious workers, migrants, and racialised communities – already

marginalised by these systems – face the brunt of the repression. To

repress Palestine solidarity is, therefore, to reassert the structural power

that these systems exist to protect. 

Whether you're organising in your workplace, university, in the streets, or

in your community – this data is yours to use. Explore the scale of

repression, understand who the main actors are and how they operate,

and use it to sharpen your strategy at www.index-of-repression.org 

This zine takes you through our core analysis, showing what the data

makes clear: this is a coordinated campaign, and it can be fought. 

A SYSTEM DESIGNEDA SYSTEM DESIGNED
TO SILENCETO SILENCE
A SYSTEM DESIGNED
TO SILENCE



The entire architecture of this repression rests on two allegations:

antisemitism and support for terrorism. We can think of these allegations

as operational tools. By filtering political dissent through the categories of

"racial hatred" and "security threat", the substantive claims of liberation

politics at the heart of the Palestinian cause are actively redefined and

stripped of meaning.

 

Repression moves through a consistent sequence: first delegitimising

speech, then exhausting resources, then permanently dismantling the

conditions of political existence. It strategically targets the core pillars of

the solidarity movement – education, healthcare, culture, civil society –

because these are the spaces where solidarity is built, where history is

taught, and where the movement's moral authority is forged. 

Lawfare groups use legal and quasi-legal tools like complaints

mechanisms, regulatory frameworks and employment law to silence

political opposition. In the context of Palestine solidarity, they

manufacture crises by framing solidarity as antisemitism, then pressure

institutions to act on that framing. The goal is to trigger investigations,

drain resources, and create a chilling effect. Key actors in Britain include

UK Lawyers for Israel (UKLFI), the Campaign Against Antisemitism, and

the Community Security Trust – operating alongside media outlets like

The Jewish Chronicle and The Telegraph that amplify their narratives as

established fact.

Firstly, the allegations are deployed to distort public discourse. Smear

campaigns, censorship and disinformation by media outlets and Zionist

advocacy and lawfare groups reframe solidarity as antisemitism or

terrorism support. This manufactures the pretext for what follows.  

THE ARCHITECTURE OF 
REPRESSION
A THREE-STAGE SEQUENCE

1 DISCREDIT & DISTORT

What is a lawfare group? 



Finally, the allegations justify more material and permanent forms of

repression. With the target now formally “labelled”, the various actors

involve move to arrests, job terminations, visa cancellations, and financial

blacklisting. The goal is not just punishment, but a permanent destruction

of the person’s capacity to organise.  

Allegations are taken up by institutions and translated into formal

procedures, triggering investigations, legal threats, suspensions, or event

cancellations. Schools, hospitals, universities, and cultural venues invoke

counterterrorism frameworks, equality laws, and conduct policies to act

as enforcers, and with this validating the original allegation. 

2 THREATEN & SANCTION

3 PUNISH & EXCLUDE

GRAPH VIEWS FROM THE INDEX 



HAVE YOU FACEDHAVE YOU FACED
REPRESSION FORREPRESSION FOR
SUPPORTINGSUPPORTING
PALESTINE?PALESTINE?  

HAVE YOU FACED
REPRESSION FOR
SUPPORTING
PALESTINE? 
REPORT IT.
Every incident you report helps
expose the pattern, build our legal
strategy, and protect the movement.  

Arrests or
criminal
charges

Smearing in the media,
harassment, or doxing

Suspension or
dismissal from work 

University
disciplinary action

Legal
intimidation

Bank account
closures

Cancelled talks
or screenings 

Visa threats or
refusals

Harassment for Palestine
solidarity symbols

Scan the QR code or visit:
www.elsc.support/intake
Your privacy is protected. 
Information is only published with your explicit consent. 
Data is stored securely, and consent can be withdrawn at any time.

IF IN DOUBT, REPORT IT. 



Censorship, disinformation & smearing 

Threats of legal action 

Arrests & law enforcement intervention 

Sanctions at schools, universities & workplaces 

Harassment, violence, doxing & surveillance 

Legal, financial & professional repercussions 

Threats to employment or funding 

Demo bans, cancelled events & refusals of service 

HOW REPRESSION IS
CARRIED OUT
The categories below are nodes in an integrated system. Repression

moves through them sequentially – from discursive attack, through

bureaucratic enforcement, to material consequence – while also looping

back, each stage reinforcing the last. 

Nearly a third of all incidents involve censorship, disinformation, or

smearing – the discursive gateways that make everything else possible.

These three tactics work together as an integrated assault: censorship

removes Palestine solidarity from view; disinformation strips it of

historical grounding; smearing ensures that even when it appears, it

comes pre-contaminated, attached to a speaker already discredited. The

result is a pervasive cloud of illegitimacy – a political position rendered

unspeakable, a movement unable to articulate its own story. 

WHO IS 
TARGETED
While pervasive and systematic, repression concentrates on the sectors

through which Britain's colonial complicity is most visibly challenged:

education, healthcare, culture, civil society. These are the spaces where

political thinking happens, where solidarity is organised, where history is

contested. Controlling them is how the state manages dissent over its own

role in the Zionist project – past and present. 

Incident categorIES



the most systematically targeted groups are:  

Students and academics face a two-pronged attack: smearing by their

own institutions and media, followed by direct sanctions. Activists face

the most direct state coercion with the most documented arrests.

Healthcare workers are pressured through disciplinary procedures,

silencing the voices whose moral authority is hardest to suppress. 

The numbers only tell part of the story. And even then, they are only a

sample of what is actually happening on the ground. What the count

cannot capture is the larger group of those deterred before any incident

occurs. Those who chose not to speak, stepped back quietly, or decided

the risk was too great. Their absence doesn't show up in the database,

but it is felt in the movement every day. And no count can capture the

cumulative toll on collective morale. The exhaustion of spending more

time defending yourself than organising, and the slow wearing down of

hope that repression is designed to produce. 

 
Students, academics, writers & teachers – Attacked in the very

spaces where political thinking, teaching, and organising take place. 

Activists & organisers – They face the sharpest forms of state

violence: arrests, surveillance, harassment, and policing. 

 

Healthcare and other public sector workers – Targeted through

disciplinary procedures, complaints, and threats to their employment. 

Artists & cultural workers – Events cancelled, venues closed,

expression policed. 



THE TWO ENABLING
WEAPONS
Every mechanism of repression is activated and legitimised through two

core allegations. Together they form a governing framework that forces

the movement into a permanent defensive position that consumes its

resources, fractures its organisational capacity and buries its goals. The

allegations are detailed below. 

ALLEGING ANTISEMITISM

Anti-Zionist critique is conflated with anti-Jewish racism through the

IHRA working definition of antisemitism, adopted widely by British

institutions without democratic scrutiny. Lawfare groups like UK

Lawyers for Israel (UKLFI) weaponise the Equality Act 2010 and IHRA

to frame Palestine solidarity as creating a 'hostile environment' for

Jewish people – even when targeting children's artwork, academic

lectures, or student union motions. 

ALLEGING SUPPORT FOR TERRORISM

The Terrorism Act 2000, Prevent, and the proscription of

organisations including Hamas and Palestine Action have

transformed political expression into potential criminal offences.

Sections 12 and 13 of the Terrorism Act have been used to prosecute

speeches, social media posts, and symbolic gestures. A key tactic in

this framework is the treatment of everyday political demonstrations

as ‘prepatory’ stages on a “rising staircase” towards insurgency,

thereby justifying military-style intervention into civic life before any

violence has occurred or been threatened. 



THE REPRESSIVE
NETWORK
Beneath the apparent chaos of individual incidents, the database reveals

a coordinated political ecology of repression. 

 

These actors form a distributed network, each node performing a distinct

but complementary role: the media manufactures discursive cover;

lawfare groups weaponise legal frameworks; institutions enforce

discipline; police stage public spectacles of state power. Together, they

make systematic violence look like the ordinary functioning of liberal

institutions. Below are a few incidents from the Index that illustrate the

range of actors involved.



The ELSC systematically documents incidents of repression against

Palestine solidarity across Europe, focusing on Germany, Britain, and the

Netherlands.

WHERE DOES THE INDEX’SWHERE DOES THE INDEX’S
DATA COME FROM?DATA COME FROM?
WHERE DOES THE INDEX’S
DATA COME FROM?

DATA COMES FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES:

FEATURED INCIDENTS

The Index of Repression includes featured incidents that bring the

database to life, they provide the context behind the data and illustrate

how repression unfolds in practice. Rather than presenting incidents in

isolation, they trace how different forms of repression intersect between

incidents, actors, targets and allegations. They serve as a storytelling

tool, providing narrative insights into how multiple silencing mechanisms

are used simultaneously against the movement, or a specific individual

or group. 

1) Direct reports via our website: elsc.support/intake  

2) Monitoring of mainstream and social media 

3) Fieldwork at demonstrations and through our legal casework 

4) Private communications from within the movement

 

Every incident is checked against our inclusion criteria and cross-verified

against other sources like interviews, footage, records, or news reports

before being recorded. Incomplete or unverifiable data is excluded. 

Each incident is then classified by actor, target, and form of repression,

following standardised entry and writing guidelines to keep the data

consistent and comparable. 

Consent, anonymity, and safety guide everything we publish. Data

appears publicly only when it's already public or explicit consent has

been given, and consent can be withdrawn at any time. We collect only

the minimum data needed, and never anything relating to ethnicity,

gender, or other protected characteristics. 



FEATURED INCIDENT





The system documented in our analysis

is not as solid as it looks, and the

movement is proving it. Across Britain,

activists, workers, students, and

their legal advocates have

resisted sanctions,

overturned convictions,

held repressive actors to

account, and won legal recognition for anti-Zionist belief. The repression

is severe – but it is not undefeated. These are some cases where the

movement has fought back and won. The frameworks weaponised against

Palestine solidarity can be turned back on those who misuse them!

THE ARCHITECTURE 
CAN BE BROKEN

2024 MILLER RULING AND THE LEGAL RECOGNITION OF
ANTI-ZIONIST BELIEF 
Bristol Employment Tribunal ruled that Professor David Miller's anti-

Zionism constitutes a "protected philosophical belief" under the Equality

Act 2010. Miller had been dismissed after a coordinated smear campaign.

The ruling applies not only to academics, but to students, workers, and

activists.  

2025 HOLDING REPRESSIVE ACTORS TO ACCOUNT  
The movement is now turning regulatory frameworks against those who

weaponised them. The Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO)

acknowledged a pattern of ethical breaches at The Jewish Chronicle

(51% of investigated complaints were upheld). The ELSC and the Public

Interest Law Centre filed complaints to the Solicitors Regulation Authority

against UKLFI director Caroline Turner for alleged misuse of legal

processes, and to the Bar Standards Board against senior barristers and

patrons of UKLFI, arguing that their professional status had been used to

amplify legal threats. The Charity Commission opened a parallel probe

into UKLFI's charitable wing following complaints by CAGE and Led By

Donkeys. Organisations long accustomed to using regulators as a weapon

are now under scrutiny themselves. 



2026 FILTON 24 ACQUITTED & PALESTINE ACTION
PROSCRIPTION RULED UNLAWFUL 

In early 2026, juries acquitted all Filton 24 activists on charges of

aggravated burglary for taking direct action against Israeli arms factory

Elbit Systems, a historic win for the movement. Sustained movement

pressure, including months-long hunger strikes by defendants held on

remand, had already forced the government to withdraw a £2bn Elbit

contract before a single verdict was returned. In the same month, the

High Court ruled the government's proscription of Palestine Action

unlawful.

But the movement has not accepted these outcomes as final. Supporters

have packed courtrooms, rallied outside Woolwich Crown Court and the

Old Bailey, and stood in solidarity at every stage of the trials. Palestine

Action co-founder Huda Ammori is pursuing a challenge at the Supreme

Court and the European Court of Human Rights. The case of Rajiv Menon

KC, whose contempt of court proceedings arose from his closing remarks

during his defence of one of the Filton defendants, making him the first

barrister in England's history to face such a trial, has mobilised all levels

of the legal profession to confront the chilling effect, and the right to a

fair trial. The state's attempts to criminalise Palestine solidarity has

instead galvanised the movement challenging repression in the streets, in

the courts, and wherever it may be.

2025 CAMPAIGN AGAINST ANTISEMITISM PROSECUTION
DISMISSED AS "ABUSIVE"

District Judge Snow dismissed a private prosecution brought by the

Campaign Against Antisemitism (CAA) against comedian Reginald D.

Hunter, finding the CAA had acted in a "misleading and partial" manner

and that its "true and sole motive" was to silence him – a judicial

endorsement of what the movement has long argued. 

Both wins were short-lived. In the retrial of six Filton defendants, four

were convicted of criminal damage and sentenced as terrorists under

section 69 of the Sentencing Act 2020 –  the first time in British legal

history that direct action activists have received a terrorist sentencing.

The Court of Appeal simultaneously overturned the High Court ruling,

upholding the Palestine Action proscription as "justified and

proportionate". These were devastating blows. 
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FILTER CATEGORIES 



1. BUILD SOLIDARITY ACROSS SECTORS
No sector can resist alone. Students, workers, healthcare professionals,

artists, and legal advocates each face forms of repression specific to

their context, but the forces arrayed against them are the same. Build

and deepen alliances across sectors. 

WHAT THE MOVEMENT 
CAN DO 
The Index documents the many fronts through which Zionist lawfare

groups, complicit state actors, and institutions repress Palestine

solidarity. The movement must bring that same tenacity across every

front available to us – to resist repression and advance the struggle for

Palestinian liberation.  

2. DEFEND & RECLAIM ORGANISING SPACES
Universities, workplaces, streets, and cultural institutions are places

where political subjectivity is formed and collective power is built, defend

them! 

3. USE THE LEGAL VICTORIES
The Miller ruling and Abu Qamar's tribunal victory establishing that

solidarity speech cannot be conflated with support for terrorism each

demonstrate that the law can be turned back on those who weaponise it. 

These rulings are tools for everyone, anti-Zionism is

a protected philosophical belief, and that protection

applies not only to those deemed ‘experts’ but to

students, workers, and activists. Use these

rulings. Cite them in disciplinary hearings, in

correspondence with employers, in complaints

to regulators. Embed them in the movement’s

collective legal literacy.

4. USE EVERY COMPLAINTS PROCESS AVAILABLE
Identify the relevant regulator for the actors targeting you or your

organisation – whether legal, charitable, media, or professional

– and file complaints. These processes are slow and resource

intensive, but they create public records of misconduct, constrain 

repeat offenders, and shift the climate in which repression operates. 



5. PUSH YOUR UNION TO ACT
If you experience disciplinary action, suspension, or dismissal for

Palestine solidarity, your union should fight for you. But unions must also

act before the crisis and challenge the adoption of the IHRA definition in

workplaces; move and support BDS motions; organise solidarity with

workers facing repression; and resist the securitisation of the public

sector through Prevent. If your union is not doing these things, organise

within it to make them priorities.

6. OPPOSE THE LEGAL FRAMEWORKS THAT ENABLE REPRESSION
The Terrorism Act 2000, the Prevent strategy, and the IHRA definition are

repeatedly used as tools against the movement. Call for independent

investigations into the role of police, prosecutors, and counterterrorism

units in the systematic targeting of Palestine solidarity. Demand that

government departments and local authorities cease their adoption and

enforcement of IHRA. Oppose Prevent not only on principle but in line

with the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial

Discrimination, which has urged the UK government to suspend Prevent.



7. USE PRIVILEGE STRATEGICALLY
Those organising against repression do so from vastly different positions of

security. Migrants, precarious workers, students on visas, and racialised

communities face the sharpest risks. The Defend Our Juries protests, in

which thousands of people – many of them not usual activists – stood in

solidarity against the proscription of Palestine Action despite the risk of

arrest (many were indeed arrested), offer a model of how privilege can be

mobilised to protect the most exposed. If you face fewer consequences

speaking out, use that margin of safety to shield others. If you have

resources, share them.

8. BUILD LEGAL DEFENCE AND SOLIDARITY FUNDS
Legal defence is expensive, and the state’s strategy of grinding down the

movement depends on exhausting it’s resources. Build community solidarity

funds before they are needed. Pool resources to support those facing

repression – whether with bail, legal representation, or material support for

themselves and their families. The Filton 24 hunger strikers survived in part

because the movement organised around them. That organising required

resources. Build that capacity now, not in the moment of crisis.



9. DOCUMENT EVERYTHING
The Index of Repression exists to expose patterns, legitimise grievances,

and inform activism. But it is only as powerful as the movement that feeds

it. Keep reporting incidents to us. Your documentation expands the

movement's collective capacity to fight back, turns private experience

into public evidence, and shapes strategic response. Use the database,

share it, build its visibility.

10.RESIST DISTRACTION AND SUSTAIN FOCUS ON 
CORE DEMANDS 

The database makes plain what many have long suspected: repression is

designed to consume the movement’s time, resources, and emotional

energy in perpetual defence. To allow this coordinated effort to dictate

our priorities is to cede the terrain of struggle. We must consciously and

collectively resist this depletion, continuing to organise around the central

demands of Palestinian liberation: an immediate, meaningful, and

permanent ceasefire; a comprehensive arms embargo; the strategic BDS

campaign; and support for Palestinian political prisoners. 



READ THE 
FULL REPORT 
This zine gives you an overview of our findings. To find out more

read the report: On All Fronts: The Multi-Sited Repression of

Palestine Solidarity in Britain.

The report traces the historical roots of the allegations used to

silence solidarity, exposes how legal frameworks including the

IHRA definition and Terrorism Act 2000 are weaponised against

the movement, and provides a more in-depth analysis of the

documented incidents – breaking down the mechanisms, actors,

and targets of repression across different sectors. 

Find it at www.elsc.support or by scanning the barcode. 

RESOURCES
Repression is designed to make you feel alone. You aren't – and

you don’t have to navigate without support! Have a look at the

resources section on the Index of Repression for resources on

doxing, safer digital security, knowing your rights at universities

and more.

The ELSC provides free legal support to individuals, groups and

organisations facing repression for Palestine advocacy. Get in

touch by filling out the legal support request form on our

website: elsc.support/intake

http://www.elsc.support/





	www.elsc.support/intake

