Press Conference: Unlawful Police Violence at Nakba77
Commemoration in Berlin

Date & Time: Monday May 19, 2025 | 5:00-6:00 p.m. CEST (Berlin time)
Location: online - registration link
Language: spoken English

This one-hour online press conference brings together protest organizers, lawyers, journalists, and
documentarians to discuss the high-scale violence of the Berlin police during the Nakba77 rally on
May15th, 2025. The participants will detail evidence of legal and political repression and police
brutality that took place during the Nakba77 rally. Moreover, medical and legal assessments from
the ground will be shared. We will also situate the repression of Nakba77 commemoration in the
broader context of systemic patterns of the German state's criminalization and persecution of
Palestinians and anti-genocide protestors.

Attending speakers

e Gina Romero (United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Freedom of
Peaceful Assembly and of Association)

Pary El-Qalqili (Arrest Documentation Unit, Berlin)

Rami Eid Sabbagh (moderation)

Benjamin Diisberg (lawyer and criminal defense attorney, Berlin)

Alexander Gorski (lawyer, ELSC, Berlin)

Wael Eskander (photojournalist, Berlin)

Press contact
For interviews, documentation, or to receive our legal and medical reports:
£ nakba77_berlin@systemli.org

Agenda
e Presentations (5:00 - 5:30 p.m.): Speakers will share evidence and insights on the police
violence during the Nakba77 protest, as well as systematic patterns of repression.
e Q&A session (5:30 — 6:00 p.m.): Open floor for questions.

Context: A peaceful protest met with violent repression

On May 15, 2025, 4000 people gathered in Berlin to mark 77 years of ongoing Nakba and to
demand justice, return, and liberation for the Palestinian people. As a report by the The European
Legal Support Center (ELSC) shows, anti-Palestinian repression and repression of any form of
opposition to the ongoing genocide is systematic and institutional in Germany. This repression
includes demonstration bans and arrests, the use of unlawful violence by the police against the
protesters, including children, youth, women, elderly and disabled persons, repressive
legislations, censorship, and surveillance to threats to immigration status and citizenship. Since
June 2024, the Arrest Documentation Unit has documented in 19 reports 512 arrests and
unlawful police brutality against anti-genocide protestors. In line with this pattern of
criminalization of protests in solidarity with Palestine, this year's Nakba77 commemoration faced
unprecedented repression — from the prohibition of a walking demonstration by the Berlin police
to mass arrests and police brutality. While an administrative court of Berlin had initially granted
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permission to march through Berlin, the Berlin police successfully appealed the court's decision
just hours before the demonstration, resulting in a last-minute ban by the Higher Administrative
Court (OVG) Berlin-Brandenburg on the walking march.

This last-minute reversal was not a logistical mishap but a calculated act of repression. Long
before the demonstration began, the police had already erected metal barricades around the
square, deployed dozens of police vans, police dogs, and water cannons. Alongside the mass
force of regular riot police, the notoriously violent special unit BFE (Beweissicherung und
Festnahme Einheit) had also been mobilized. Police officers — the majority without wearing the
mandatory identification numbers — surrounded the participants from all sides, forcibly
containing the protest and restricting people’'s free movement. This was an evident and
orchestrated strategy by the German authorities to trap and intimidate the protestors in order to
quash the protest and to suppress dissent towards Germany’s complicity in the ongoing Nakba
and genocide.

Escalation and police violence: 88 arrests, at least 38 injured

What followed was one of the most violent crackdowns on Nakba commemoration and
anti-genocide protests in Berlin history. The police violence was not incidental — it was
deliberate and orchestrated by the Berlin Senate of the Interior and the Police Presidency of
Berlin. This is evidenced by the following record:

e 88 arrests, most of them brutal, were made throughout the rally. In violation of German
law, the arrests were made without being announced.

e At least 36 protestors including minors were injured by police officers. Several
protesters required medical attention, which was repeatedly blocked, denied, and delayed
by the police.

e Several protestors were hospitalized, including unconscious and bleeding
demonstrators.

e Police officers punched, kicked, shoved, and kneeled on the necks of protestors. Police
officers beat protestors on their heads and kidneys intentionally, creating a risk of
long-term health damage.

e Police officers repeatedly stormed the rally, indiscriminately pushing and punching
protestors, causing panic and suffocation among the crowd.

Police officers ripped off banners while violently beating protestors.

Several arrested protestors reported that they were beaten whilst in the police car and in
detention. The use of violence on arrested people is prohibited by international law and
constitutes the crime of torture.

e Journalists reported being aggressively pushed aside, beaten, arrested, and restrained
from documenting the police violence. There were also several incidents of sexual
harassment by the police.

e The police repeatedly prevented paramedics from attending the injured. Paramedics were
repeatedly violently shoved away by police officers when they tried to approach the
injured.

e In several cases, lawyers were not allowed to reach the arrested. One lawyer was violently
shoved away by several police officers when he tried to legally assist an injured arrested
person.



e The police stormed the protest truck (which acted as the stage of the demonstration),
forcing the organizers to turn off the sound system, and arrested one of the organizers.

e Around 8:30 p.m., the police forcibly dispersed the rally without any warning to the
organizers or participants. As the protestors were leaving the area, several were arrested
and beaten by police.

Paramedics on the ground testified

"We were on the ground as an independent group of paramedics to support the Nakba demo on
May 15th. As health care workers, we are shocked and alarmed by the police's high degree of
violence. We documented several traumatic injuries as a direct result of police violence against
peaceful protestors, including a number of severe cases.

Multiple times we were not allowed to treat the injured who were detained by the police. The Berlin
Fire Department had to call a MCI (mass casualty incident) [in German: MANV (Massenanfall von
Verletzten)]. We had to call ambulances several times. Even as paramedics we were pushed, beaten,
and injured by the police several times and threatened with arrest when we tried to treat the injured.
Police refused to let doctors approach an unconscious person bleeding from her face to provide
medical care; this person was then driven to the GeSa [short for Gefangenensammelstelle = pre
charge detention center] instead of the hospital."

The state’s use of legal maneuvers, deception, and brutal force made clear that this was never
about “public safety” — it was about erasing Palestinian presence, grief, and dissent from public
space. The repression reveals an orchestrated effort to repress Palestinian protest and
criminalize solidarity with the Palestinian struggle for liberation.

We demand
an immediate end to police violence against anti-genocide protests

e anindependent investigation into police violence on May 15th, 2025.
e demilitarization and defunding of the police.
e immediate suspension of police officers who used unlawful police violence against

protesters.

an end to the criminalization of pro-Palestine advocacy.

fulfillment of the freedom of assembly for anti-genocide protests

an immediate end to Germany's participation in the genocide of the Palestinian people
via not only arms and resource transfers but also ideological support and propaganda.

e An end to racist and distorted media coverage of the Free Palestine movement, which
feeds narratives that justify and incite violence against Palestinians, other racialized
people, and supporters.

e and we hold the Berlin Senate directly accountable for the massive brutality of the police
at the Nakba77 commemoration.

Footage of the Nakba77 commemoration in Berlin

e Police attack on peaceful protestors
e |mages of peaceful demonstration
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